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!' Diapatchio dl Machiavelll 

Greetings! May you enjoy the most prosperous of New Tears, 
filled with abundance of material goods, spiritual comfort, and 
great fortune in your diplomat io conflicts! 

Remember: those who rise to be great princes merely by for- 
tune have little trouble in rising but very much trouble in main- 
taining their positions. They meet with no difficulties on the 
way up as they fly over their rivals, but all their difficulties 
arise when they are established o 

Such are they who are granted a state by favor of a prince 
of power, as occurred to many in Qreece, in the cities of Ionia 
and Hellespont, who weTe created princes by Darius in order to 
hold these places for big s e curi ty aad glor»>» _ , ■ 

Such as these depend absolutely on the good will and fortune 
of those who have raised them, both of which are extremely incon- 
stant and unstable. A prince must be of great genius to be able 
to take immediate steps f o* maintaining what fortune has thrown 
in his lap, and lay afterwards those foundations which others make 
before becoming princes. i 

I would like to remind all princes engaged in 1974H0 that in 
The Master Machiavelli an, you are entitled to unlimited press. 
Th* Staff is greatly in favor of press, Sod the more, the better. 
I do reserve the right to censor, and will use that right on pro- 
fanities and obscenities. The Staff and I look forward to many 
enjoyable releases in the future. 

On the subject of diplomacy contests, we have one new parti- 
cipant for our second Diplomacy ga me . to be known as tWK #1, and 
two participants for our first Co Ionia game« As soon as six and 
six, respectively, new princes can fee obtained, the matches will 
commence • 

Again, to all periodical publishers and contestants in the 
field of Diplomacy , and especially those of 1974H0, may the days 
of the coming year b<* filled with pleasure and accomplishment. 

***** 

NOTE: Subbers are welcome to submit articles, and to GM! — Staff 
NOTE: If a player lives so fair away that his orders take a long 

time to reach us, send 'em in early, or you might miss out!! 

Sep note in Game Section on Page #2 of this issue Staff 
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STAFF AND INFO 

The fiaster Machiavellian is a gamezine of postal Diplomacy , its vari- 
ants, and other wargames,* bubs are 12 for v2«50. Game fee is $1.00 
(&U50 for Colonia ) and does not include a subo TMM is pubbed every 
fourth Tue sday » „ » Diploma cy , copyright Games Research Inc., 500 Har- 
rison Ave., Boston, MA 02118, was invented by Alan B« Calhamer. =» 
Please mak° all checks payable to Michael George, Homeier. 
STAFF: Editor-in-Chief, Financial Editor: Michael, George Homeier; Front 
Page Bditor: Peter Homeier; Game Adjudications: Jonathan Reich; Publici- 
ty Agent: David H s Calvertj Contributing Sources: Gus Ferguson and Timo- 
thy Lee. 

* - 

1974H0* • * ■ DUAL MONARCHY CAUGHT NAPPING . • Fall 1901 

AS FRANCE AND GERMANI BOUNCE IN LOW COUNTRIES 

AUSTRIA (Kissner) : N> M JU F Alb H, A Tri H, A Bud H. 

ENGLAND(Zimirercian): F Lpn-Bng, A Wal' H, F Nth-Nwy. 

FRANC£(0sh*eroff J : F Bre-Mid, A . Spa-Por, A Pic-Bel . 

GERMANY (Fujihara): F Den H„ A Kie-Hol, A Kuh-jjelT 

ITALY (Ferguson J : F Ion C A Apu-Tun, A Apu-Tuh, A Ven H» 

RUSSIA (Swabeck): F Rum H, F Bot-Swe, A War-Gal, A Ukr S A War-Gal. 

TURKEY ( Lucero ) : , F* A'nk-Con, A Bul-Ser, -A" Con-Bul« 

--Again, folks, orflerg must be receiyed* not postmarked, by the dead - 
line date (nejfct ia I gepruary, ) . When mailing orders, try to discover 
how long it takes for J£n Reicfc %6. the» fer §nci ^^a^l^them in early 
if you can~--^ HeWf6re you woh'Jb be lit t rfoiljjp l-flcaf Tom - — 

think the Post Office is giving him a problem, but We couln r t hold 
back thish any logger thsJ^we did). Again, deadline 1 February 1975 o 
GM is Jonathan I. Reich, 1443 Jonesboro Dr,, L.A., CA 900^9 U.S.A. 
Don't forget; Winter builds are du$ X February!! I 
Supply Cejtter Chart? ; w , , ,;," : ,^/' > ■ '.>' 

AUSTRIA - Home, even*'— no change ITALY - Home, Tun' — builds one 
ENGLAND - Home.^fiwy — tmilds^one RUSSIA y Hoile.^eV/guin - bids two 
FRANCE - Home. Por^.buildl one ; r TURKEY g Home/'Ser^ TjuT > bids two 
- GERMANY - Home ;^Bol » jOqp *blg s tyo ',,7; - ^ '-~<rr.).,- 

Ankar% gerai^Advo^afce. 2& " June> 01 1 ' H thi Syltf&'annpiinced today 
that, effective 15 Sept ., the national government; wijl be relocated 
from Constantinople to here^. f He therefore wishes all matters of im- 
portance to him to se^t.^ere rather than Constantinople after 5 
September*" •./. ,, / I V >" - 

An^ra^Time^Observer ,, 27 Jiine 9 01;- "It was announced today by 
HoIJH. tne Sultan that a legislative body, to be known as the Nation- 
al Assembly, will be conveined here, in January^of ig02. The Assembly 
is to be composed of twp house ss^he upper house tone of all the land- 
owning nobles i» the. Empire . not aj-ready serving The Sultan as provin- 
cial governors' gr such;%.the" .lower house to be composed of representa» 
txves elected from areas as hearty^ equal in population as possible . All 
of the above representatives and '-nobles 'should arrive here not later 
than 10 January 1902 . 

MOCKBA (Moscow), Fall 1901: "It seems obvious to me that the de- 
teriorating condition of the State is due to the inability of Tsar Ni- 
colas II to deal with the needs of the nation and therefore I shall 

(tfONTo PAGE 5) 
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END PABjT Oj&fi: *$he 



the l^V fcc^iriV 

naissance Battalion 

unsuccessfully to enter Tbbruk. r ua 

tor the recehtly^etamitoed' A^B ^ 
ThW liftef wet held V-* idawi fore 
£hlle bh»; mobile AxfVfWcVa iirW placed 
%he British if IShe* W r fct#b the <fc 

Solium Lin%, which eided In the biwn " 

launched Operation ih"which t 

•ion waft to assault the, Axia 4u r ™ 

Division would turn 2h« eOttthei^^s fla 
succeeded, and the offenaiv 
counterattacked, using the 5th Mkfat 
ser Divisions to turn th* 
witho***, ^'mt0^»Wfm^ 

tive that ' t^^t^'afBfiN^ Jiai tiv» I 
«**n that gain was «radic*ted >*h^h the Kiw 
on the JWfiah poqttliifeic; %h£i :1faNi l OH 
occupying forcea bac" 
' 'friiae Jlrtp 1 

Claude ^^1raX^f ■ ■ .—-„..,■«„ . .... ,„«.» r , «*,w 

both sides began to rebuild their forces and fortify their positions 
for the eofcittg battles* ^ r il ^ 

Si ^.tlr^mM;;* war in the Hoj^h *£rld*ji desert, 
* long, bloody campaign that lets^ to lapt over two ywa and would see 
a continuous exchange of territory between the Africa Korps and the 
reformed Britiafr^^' 
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BEOINNINO PART TWO: -Men and 



>nt of the Afrfka Korps. 
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While Germany* s panser divisions never completely fulfilled the 
dream of a fully-armored, folly-tracked striking force, they cane 
very close. Thus, at the time of the North African campaign, the ar- 
mored fighting vehicles and their crews of the wehrmacht represented 
the aenith of German technological and manpower achievement; never 
again would the pansers and their crews perform with such skill* ag- 
gressiveness, and dash* never again would they enjoy the technical 
superiority that their equipment afforded them during this period* 

The Wehrmacht«s tank forces at the time of the North African Cam- 
paign were at the peak of their battle strength; the armored fighting 
vehicle* and their crews were the final products of years of pain- 
staking development and intense training. They had fought and beaten 
a score of European armies: 

They had achieved a string of victories which was vary impressive, 
for the principles of Blltskrieg had served well — Poland, Denmark, 
Norway, Holland, Belgium, Prance, Jugoslavia, Greece, and now Britain 
and Russia — ail had fallen or would fall prey to the deadly pansers, 
their guns blazing, tracks churning up the ground, leaving their tread 
marks from the snov/s of Norway to the snores or the Riviera; and now 
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from the sands of Africa to the steppes of ftuseia. 

Confidence was at an all-time high. The German forces seemed invul- 
nerable to any and all comers, no matter what their size and strength, 

Yet there were many cracks in the steel of the German armored tti vi- 
sions: they suffered from a chronic shortage of equipment , failing even 
to meet their losses; their transportation arm remained wheeled; a de- 
fective state of supply; no true armored personnel carriers; and infan- 
try and artilleiry r©fj8w^ unmechanized. 

The Germari contfitgent of the Afrika Korps was built around two pan- 
zer divisions, tfie^H^#it^n4 15th Pahzer/l&vislons, .each having a 
tank re r gi^ent of two\ ^^ta^o^ of 90 t^nks ea<;h^ with three battalions 
of iitfaifcry. ; .A::$hiM,a2^';^e 21st Light Pi viaioj*, a collection of 
miscellaneous ^i^a£^ -/u*| i $j&l]#.Gr% 9 without ^aiiy tanks at all. When 
compared to' a norm! panzer' iuvtsion,, which haa ^regiments .of 3 batta- 
lions each, the 5th Ifght arit tgfe 15th Panzer werp, in reality watered- 
down „ versions ^^^:o^-el^^~^heir strength diluted before they had 
even a^rirea » ^ig»3$V " , \ x ' r\ . 

W add to"2i^a^ifael f s; problems was the fact that what few tanks 
he did have wer$ ?not ^toogeribiis in either make or type; instead, his nu- 
merical atr&igfch wa$ A i»i^vf?hl3fc dijstrlbu^d amo** ttmr .different- .types of 
tankslo£;?^^ X- ■■"■■■.^-z"^ i : J : : ■ '\ r . z ~ 

. ; W f Hr&W$^ was j^,^^rMi#^»*^: (PzKw), V a 

fight tank; ortginalajr built M 1934* for'the sole jjurpoaa of training 
the fledgling c}rewe la :tib$1gnr of mechanized, w&rw-eu Armed with two 
7.92mm ma chine wllh mfe; 12mm fJJilcJ^ anil K speed bf scarcely o^er 

22mph, thl'ti^io^;^'2^mr teh%fckg Rrel^ed-'lnJa^ cpfcbat in the early 
years of World V/ar If^fbrnw&nr or anythixig better.' The inability to 
withstand anti-tank fire and its, mechanical unreliability soon came to 
lighf. In the affifaffi»irt g ga^ - «£ 4uw ^-t»vggCatH«g through, Poland 
where it i&iHe^up moS£n©T '217"' tank cSKal^esluffered ' in that campaign. 
The ' Panzer I was withdrawn from service, but many found their way into, 
the Afrika Korps, whejpe they were used for re,connaissanee purposes. 

f th4 Pkftzer II was an "imnroy'ed version pjj the Panzer I, but not by 
much*. Its armbr i&d lk*5vm thick, and It ^pprted a 20mm cannon, plus 
a machine gun. A second "crewman was added to the turret, lis road range 
was 110 miles, and it had a weight of 10 tons. Nevertheless, it suffer- 
ed from the same deficiencies as its predecessor: excessive vulnerabili- 
ty to gunfire and insufficient firepower. In the desert, it' was a se- 
cond-rate battle tank^ used for attacking infantry. 

These two tanks were the Afrika Korps main fighting strength, 
the weapons that were to.be so devastating in battle.. Under Rommel , s 
skillful guidance, the damage they caused wa^ all out of proportion to 
their numbers. ^ 

The PzKw III was originally' planned" ;to be the- main-battle tanks 
of the "German panzer, divisions, with the, PzKw IV acting as infantry sup- 
port. The success 6f these two models were due' to the excellence of 
their original designs, encorporating the 1>est balance in armor, speed, 
and firepower. , The susp«,h^ion systems were employing the use of torsion 
bars to maintain stability, and proved simple and sturdy; while both had 
relatively thin armor, their '.roomy superstructures allowed them to be 
upgunned to heavier and deadlier guns, and both had a considerable im- 
provement in contemporary ro&d speeds as they could do over 25mph & 

The PzKw III was equipped with a 37mm gun, then with a short 50mm 
gun, and finally a long 50mm gun with a high muzzle velocity and armor- 
piercing performance. fhk main failure of this tank was in the arma- , 
m«?nts while armor protection was increased by welding on additional me- 
tal, up-gunning was a long and slow process, and the long 50mm gun was 
not installed ' until long at*t«r the design was mad« obsolete. 

(TC BE CONTINUES i ; 



((press cont.)) call on Erich Swabeck to take control of Holy Russia, * 
said Jripov ((sp?)) (prime minister and head of the Tsar's government ) • 
The young leader was quoted as saying, •The world is going to see a 
Russia never seen before — more united and more powerful! * n 

Constantinople Clarion . 31 June * 01: "The Sultan announced today 
the second step in his International Friendship Flan, started with His 
announcement of discrimination against Christ ions ((as)) illegal* To 
this end, it is hereby announced that anyone in the Empire, Christian 
or Moslem, may hold any office in the Empire he is qualified for, based 
on a new civil service examination which Bis Imperial Majesty is hereby 
instituting* He further announced that representatives to the new Ra- 
tional Assembly are to be chosen from geographic regions as nearly equal 
in population as possible* without regard to class or religion 

Russia ((via Turkey)); "The Tsar wishes to extend his gratitude to 
the xurjcaan Sultan* s generous announcement, and wishes to reciprocate o 
It is therefore announced that, henceforth, Islam will be tolerated in 
the Russian Empire, Anyone disobeying this order will be dulyppunished . N 

Smyrna Daily News . 15 July •01: "Due to a lack of interest in 
H.I.M. ine sultan's announcement that an arms limitations conference 
was to be held here aometUfe* in October of 1901, %&e conference ie here- 
by cancelled. It is the sincere wish of His* Imperial Majesty that Euro- 
pean nations will, at some future time, see the error of their ways, 
and* should such a time come, He frill again entertain representatives 
from the Great Powers to cetoe to ((an)) agreement ending all war." 



On Sunday, 




the Fall sades-Brentwood Organisation of 
met for a session of wargaming at the home 
editor, Micnael Homeier. In addition to 
ad Fall WeUsst Poland 1939 . and some jour- 
s iniS the "lUni^oa^Tne Great Hall* of 
s cattle, the group managed to devote some 
pieces of paper in pursuit of Fred Hyatt* s 
world-wide Diplomacy variant, Colonia . 

Being a world-wide variant, we quickly ran Into trouble. First, 
Europe is so small that the provinces of the Great Powers, especially 
Portugal and the Netherlands, render movement during the game exceeding- 
ly strenuous. Secondly, France, Spain, and especially Austria felt gyp- 
ped at being hemmed in, on the Cpntlnent, by their neighbors, and being 
unable to expand except at these neighbor* s expense. Thirdly, the lar- 
ger the Powers got, the more difficult the paperwork became, as can be 
well imagined • 
HOWEVjSR! 

The problem of European area can be solved by merely enlarging 
the area of the Continent. So what if it's out of proportion, that's 
not important — its playability that counts; so what if it doesn't re- 
semble Europe in the slightest. It is my opinion that the second pro- 
blem was due mainly to hurt feelings of players whose colonial empires 
were either not as favorably positioned as their neighbors, or they 
disn't have any colonial empire at all (i.e., Austria-Hungary). As 
for the paperwork , true, running thirty to forty units at once is a 
bit "trying, but that's what you're in for with a world-wide variant — 
especially one played face to face, as was this one. 

Personally, I thought ray time was well spent as I found myself en- 
gaged in diplomatic conflict on an entirely different scale than regu- 
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^ ar Diplomacy * *Ph e insfcicacies of world-wide forces allowed for the en- 
joyable situation of being at war allied with one nation against another 
in Europe, while being allied with the European enemy against the Euro- 
pean ally in, say, Asia. This vast maneuverability is aided by the 
large number of ocean spaces, enabling colonial provinces to be quickly 
snatched from one*s grasp by convoys or naval sea power in a scale that 
is also different from regular Diplomacy « 

All in all, Colonia proved in this play-testing session to be well 
worth offering in Hie Master Machiavellian , which we are proceeding to 
do in addition to playing it during ""our at-school meetings. And as the 
very minor problems are ironed out with time, we at The Ma ster Machia- 
vellian will no doubt feel proud at being one of the first to offer 
games in this outstanding variant. 

— Michael George Homeier 

* * * * * 

PLUGS, PLUGS, PLUGS — 

Speculum — Dave Kadlecek, 144£ ^ifcrr* Creek Way, San Jose, CA 95032. 
Subscriptions are 10/#2 (10/2»;50 airmail) in North America, and 10/$2 
(10/$4«50 airmail.) overseas, ^ws game openings in just about every- 
thing — * or in everything! All in all, what with excellent sine r 
views, Interesting stories, info* and comment, Well worth a subl! 
Claw Pan& --. Don Horton, 1& Jordan Ct., Sacramento, CA 95626* S 
rate Ityjz (+30^ airmail), game fee $2 plus sub. Has openings 
contains article by Eric Verheiden on retreats, wrap up of a ^ame, 
and numerous running games. Good repro for ditto — subscribe. 
Impassable John Boy%r, 117 Garland Dr^o garlisle, PA 17013. Sub, 

or 6/$l 9 - fri^-weekly^ -^ c^^ ^ \ 'f^^y new g games, letters, 
editorials, stories, and puzzleaaRid ajhice nati vity seene on the co- 
ver of the December issue, AlsoJIHtefch -I'St^ii^H^.'. 
Bushwacker Fred C* Davis, 303X,^k Green t??S^^^^fct Cit 
21043'* Subs 12/*2 North America, W$2, 50 Qjf^HHB 3 
Monthly. Along with games, stories, e'tc,, talKl^^HiBkrian 
"Economic Diplomacy"* which sounds quite good 

Poictesme — Bruce Schlickbernd, 6194 East 6th St7t*B5hg Beac h, " 0 1 + 
3uT5 





is 




rate lias risen to 10/|2, $2»30 airmail. One regular game open. 
In addition to regular stuff, has lengthy letters section, including 
some pertaining to the Conrad \ von Met zke Cover-Up Story« Give this good 
gamezine a try — you won't be sorry* 

— Saving as I'm running out of room, and I don't want to cram at the bot. 
torn like I did last issue, I'll continue with more plugs next issue! — 

***** 



The Master. Machiavellian 
c/o Michael George Homeier 
236 N. Bowling Green Way 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 USA 



Subscription issue 
Trade issue 
Complimentary issue 



""Please plug me — I'm desparate! 
Think you should mall your orderi 

In earlier??? 



^063 Oact<W Sr. 



